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to recount to the king with swift sighs and many tears the tale
of his miserable ill-fortune, caused by the treason which had
been directed against him in his kingdom, and he declared this
at large. Furthermore, he said that he was only reminding the
king of this, because he was confident in the hope of revenge,
aid and assistance and above all justice; for he alone in the
world could and ought to give it to him, since not only was he
so noble, powerful, just and pious a king, but also principally
he was the lord of Guinee, to whom he, as his vassal, came,
seeking assistance, justice and mercy; also he said that in the
event of his royal escutcheon being richly decorated to his glory
and praise with evidence of his victories over kings, it would also
now be embellished with memorials of the kings whom he had
made; the former would be primarily the accidental benefit of
good fortune, whereas the latter would be the result of his own
goodness and the greatness of his heart. Moreover, he said to
him: 'Most powerful lord, God knows how, when I heard of
thy greatness and thy royal virtues, my spirits were always eager
and my eyes desirous to see thee; and I do not know why it was,
because the more it pleased me, when I was free and in all my
prosperity, the less do my overthrow and exile, by their sad
condition, justify my faith and my words; but, if it were thus
ordained from above that I should not come and do it so well in
other circumstances more favourable to me, since it was or-
dained for me to see thee, I praise God fervently for my ruin;
and this gladness already so satisfies me that I shall not return
from this journey discontented.' Proceeding further in a word,
he said that, if perhaps in reply to his petition to him for justice
and help men should deny that he was a Christian, even as upon
other occasions word had been sent to him by way of an excuse
for refusing another similar request, there should now be no
doubt or contradiction about it, because he and all his men who
were present, among whom there were not wanting men of
noble and royal birth, advised at other times by His holy warn-
ings, had come in order that in his kingdoms and at his hands
they might at once become Christians. He said that the only
sorrow and truly  grave anxiety,  which they had thereby
experienced, arose out of the fact that it seemed that the force